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ERGEG PRESS RELEASE
European Energy Regulators disappointed at the 
level of implementation of the Gas Storage Guidelines in 2005

· European Gas Storage System Operators (SSOs) need to take significant steps to ensure that the Gas Storage Guidelines are implemented in full

· ERGEG intends to undertake further work on assessing compliance to the existing framework for storage

European Energy Regulators have published their final 2005 report on monitoring the implementation of the Gas Storage Guidelines (GGPSSO), including conclusions and recommendations.

Key Findings 

Most Storage System Operators (SSOs) know that the Gas Storage Guidelines exist. Many have started to take the necessary steps to comply with the GGPSSO requirements. However, the results from ERGEG’s monitoring work are disappointing, notably where the level of implementation is insufficient:

· some SSOs have not implemented some basic requirements of the 2003 Gas Directive reflected in the GGPSSO;

· the majority have not fully implemented the requirements relating to transparency and secondary markets;

· for the vast majority of SSOs the effectiveness of the arrangements put in place to ensure that confidentiality of information is maintained, to ensure equal market conditions and to avoid distortions, remains to be assessed;

· in some countries, it is unclear that all the storage capacity is offered to the market;

· compliance with some specific requirements of the GGPSSO needs further investigation (i.e. those on confidentiality and congestion management & capacity allocation mechanisms).

ERGEG will continue to assess compliance to the existing framework for storage (i.e. binding provisions of the Directive and the voluntary GGPSSO) and present its advice on storage issues to the European Commission. This advice will include ERGEG’s view on what measures are necessary (including possible further legislation) to ensure that there is fair and non-discriminatory access to storage.
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Ends

Notes to Editors:  

1. The European Regulators Group for Electricity and Gas (ERGEG) acts as an advisory group to the European Commission in consolidating the Internal Market for electricity and gas. Its members are the heads of the national energy regulatory authorities from the 25 Member States and regulators from the candidate countries and the European Economic Area hold Observer status.  The European Commission is represented at a high level.

2. The Guidelines for Good TPA Practice for Storage System Operators (GGPSSO) concern third party access (TPA) to storage facilities in accordance with Article 2(9) and (19) of the European Directive 2003/55/EC (the Gas Directive).  They intend to give a minimum set of rules required for the organisation of the market for storage capacity.  The GGPSSO (23 March 2005) are available on the ERGEG website: www.ergeg.org.

3. The ERGEG Final 2005 Report on Monitoring the Implementation of the Guidelines for Good TPA Practice for Storage System Operators (GGPSSO) is available on the ERGEG website: www.ergeg.org.

4. The European Commission requested that regulators monitor the implementation of the Guidelines for Good TPA Practice for Storage System Operators (GGPSSO) after they were agreed by stakeholders on 18 March 2005. ERGEG published an initial view of the level of implementation on 15 September 2005. This paper was presented at the 10th Madrid Forum on 15 and 16 September 2005 and all interested parties were invited to comment.  This 2005 Final report sets out the ERGEG’s final views on the implementation of the GGPSSO for 2005 including its conclusions and recommendations.
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